Backyard Ecosystems
Teacher: Mr. Taylor






Grades: 11 and 12
E-Mail:  gtaylor@lsps.org


Websites:  www.LS-Science.weebly.com   
Course:  Biology A



                  www.mrtaylorswebsite.weebly.com






Remind:  https://www.remind.com/join/17byetri3  
Course Description:  This course is designed to inform students about the ecosystem around their homes and community.  The students will be introduced to a variety of flying animals including birds, bats and insects.  This includes learning their anatomy, particular calls and their relationship to the botanical flora around them.  In addition, students will learn about plant botany and landscape design for their backyard and for the community.  Engineering projects may include, but are not limited to, bird and bat house design and construction, greenhouse planting, butterfly way stations and landscape design around LSHS and the surrounding community.

In addition, as time permits, there may be selected topics from other chapters.  High school benchmarks for constructing and reflecting are incorporated into all chapters.
Topics to cover:  Types of Plants such as Grasses, Trees, Flowers, Gardens/Landscapes, Fertilizers, Invasive Species, Flying Animals/Birds and Bats, Flying Insects
Hope to have 2-3 guest speakers: Landscaping/Gardens, Birds, Bird houses/Bat Houses, Butterfly houses
Outcomes:

The students will:

1.  Analyze and interpret backyard ecosystems through a variety of written and spoken activities.

2. Develop questions for investigation, conduct inquiry and communicative findings.

3. Identify and define terms used in biology/ecosystems.

4. Identify and list key ideas through the use of note taking strategies.

5. Develop competency in using familiar technology.

6. Apply scientific knowledge to understand real world events and systems.

7. Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of science and technology in our society.

8. Demonstrate personal management and organizational skills.

Textbook:  Biology

       Kenneth R Miller and Joseph S. Levine

       Pearson Education 2010
Major Assignments:
1. Maintain notebook for note taking.

2. Maintain folder for all handouts given in class.

3. Read all assigned selections.

4. Complete written assignments in required time.

5. Participate in class discussions and activities.

6. Participate and complete all lab activities.

7. Successfully complete periodic tests demonstrating new learning and skills.

Grading Policy:

93.0 – 100% =  A

73.0 – 76.9% = C
Marking Periods ~ 85% of Final Grade

90.0 – 92.9% = A-

70.0 – 72.9% = C-
Final Exam ~ 15% of Final Grade

87.0 – 89.9% = B+

67.0 – 69.9% = D+    (The marking period grades will be 

83.0 – 86.9% = B

63.0 – 66.9% = D      combined at the start of the second marking
 


80.0 – 82.9% = B-

60.0 – 62.9% = D-     period.)  

77.0 – 79.9% = C+

0.0 – 59.9% = F         
Please returned signed by Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Signatures will indicate that you have read and understand these classroom guidelines and grading procedures.
_______________________




__________________________
Student Signature





Parent/Guardian Signature
