Classroom Guidelines for Backyard Ecosystems
1. Be responsible.  Bring textbook, spiral notebook/three-ring binder, writing utensils to class every day (Never write in red ink or it may earn you a zero—since I grade in red ink).

2. Respect the classroom, fellow students, the teacher, and guests.  Appropriate classroom behavior is expected at ALL times.  Purses need to remain off desks to avoid hiding cell phone use. .  NO TEXTING, e-mailing, etc.   Electronic devices/cell phones will be allowed at times during class work if you have a D average or better.
3. According to the student code of conduct, food or beverage are not allowed in the classroom.  Be courteous when chewing gum in class!  Just discard gum in waste basket, after three “reminders” you may be faced with staying after school to discuss this issue.
4. Be courteous.  Listen when the teacher is talking.  Raise your hand to contribute to discussions or to ask a question.

5. Be prepared.  Sharpen pencils before class begins. Turn in homework when asked for at the beginning of the hour.  Each day at the start of class, read the agenda on the side board.  We will work every day that we are in class.  There are NO “FREE” days.

6. Take advantage of class time given to complete assignments.  Allow students to work without interruption.  Do your own work.  Ask questions to understand or learn.

7. At the end of class, students shall not crowd around the door to leave.  Students need to keep a clear path at all times.  Remain in your seat until the bell rings.

8. Obey all school rules—all school discipline and procedures will be followed.
Grading 

Report card grades will be based on the following:
60% of your grade will be based on these four items:
1. Notebooks:
--filling in notes on an outline and checked before each test (each page of notes is worth about 3 points), will count for about 15% of marking period grade.  I expect all students to take notes given by me or during presentations.   Note: Previous graded papers will count toward your notebook score.  You should keep them organized and readily available to look at and study from.  There are no “late” notebook checks. 
2.  Homework and class work assignments.  Projects.
Assignments will be given on a regular basis.  To receive full credit, the assignment must be submitted on time (if after “last call” work is considered late unless excused), it must be completed and with correct answers.  You are responsible for obtaining and completing absent work.                                                                      Points will be awarded for each assignment (varies for each assignment).  In the majority of cased, late work is accepted but is worth half-credit up to the point I pass back the graded papers.  After the assignment has been graded and passed back, the work is now worth a zero.  If you are found copying other students’ papers, each student faces losing up to all the points.  Students should keep records of grades on assignments and tests to verify their grades.

3. Laboratory participation and lab assignments.
Behavior and attitude in lab and care of lab equipment, and use of materials will be part of the lab grade.  Inappropriate lab behavior may lead to a zero for the lab and/or loss of privilege to do future labs.  Assignments will be graded on accuracy and points awarded for each lab.   Some test questions may come from lab activities, so it is important to know the importance, procedure, and conclusion of the lab.

4. Class participation

Which will be defined as:  coming to class prepared, doing assigned work, actively being part of all labs and activities, and taking notes when required.  Note:  This will help to determine border line grades.

40% of Grade is based on:


Test scores and Quizzes---may also be Projects if not a test on subject


Usually one test will be given on each chapter or part of a chapter.



Quizzes may occur at random.



Make-up tests will be done on the day one returns from an excused absence only.

Extra Credit rarely, if ever comes.  So do not rely on it to save your grade.

