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      Insects that Fly Story Book 
Overview

This unit will take approximately 4 – 6 days to cover and will encompass material in the backyard ecosystem syllabus.  The purpose of this unit is to get students to learn about butterflies, wasps, honey bees, hornets, and dragonflies in a fun and interesting way.  Using technology, science skills, their imagination, and creativity, the students will produce a children's story book about a variety of insects that fly.  

DIRECTIONS:  Make a list of at least 7-8 insects that live in your own backyard.  You will  create a computer generated “flip” book in which you turn pages to read your descriptions of the characters (insects) of your book as insects that interact with each other in your own backyard.  Make sure you identify each organism with their common every day name and their scientific name (also include their “character name” in your story book.  

The Michigan Insects you should have include:

A. 5 Butterflies (where they lay their eggs, what they eat as a caterpillar, and what they are attracted to and get food as a butterfly.  Also include their life ecpectancy—how long they tend to live, descriptions of sizes, color of caterpillar, eggs, and the butterfly. Lastly, tell how they benefit the environment, where they migrate to and what tends to eat them).
B. 1 Hornet (describe their colors and size, where they tend to nest, what they do for the environment, what tends to eat them and how long they tend to live). 
C. 1-2 Wasps/Yellow Jackets (answer if there is a difference between these two names, describe their colors and size, where they tend to nest, what they do for the environment, what tends to eat them and how long they tend to live). 
D. 1-2 Honey Bees (describe their colors and size, where they tend to nest, what they do for the environment, what tends to eat them and how long they tend to live). 
E. 3-4 Dragonflies (describe their colors and size, where they tend to nest, what they do for the environment, what tends to eat them and how long they tend to live). 
Once you have completed your story book, answer the following questions based on your story.

1.  Explain, in two to three sentences, what would the effect of removing one of the butterflies or dragonflies from the environment?  

2.  List 3 environmental hazards to these insects for their survival.
3.  What would the effect of introducing another type of insect into this environment?






         Possible points

       Points earned










    Self            Teacher

I) Organization:  (100 total)

· Book cover with pictures,

      title, and author. (10) 
                        __________

_____

_____              

· 2-3 picture per page. (20)

__________

_____

_____

· At least 5 sentences 

      per page with proper

information about each insect. (40)            __________

_____

_____

· Story line makes sense and has a

      theme Intro, story line, 

      conclusion (20)



__________

_____

_____

· At least 12 pages in length

      (including pictures)  (10)

__________

_____

_____

